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At the San Diego County Library, our mission is to
empower our communities to
create their own story.

This zine was made in collaboration with
members of the El Cajon community and funded
through a Library Innovation Lab grant through
California Humanities.

This 6-week zine-making workshop was a library
program where participants focused on freedom
of expression and information. Community
members participating in the program learned
about zine culture, accessed various zine-making
materials, and then organized their stories,
theme, and storyboard to assemble their zines.

Zines are self-published works about anything
that have roots in counterculture, intellectual
freedom and freedom of expression, activism,
and humanities interests, all while elevating
diverse voices.
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My name is Jack and | am from Ireland. Let
me tell you about my journey to Ellis Island.
Me and my friend conor went to Ellis island
and went in one of the buildings.Me and my
friend conor went to Ellis island and went in
one of the buildingsWhen we went inside,

we went into the baggage room. They
checked everything inside my bag and in
everyone else’'s bags. The guard told me and
my friend Connor that we were ready to go to
the great hall.



In the great hall, | hear people screaming and children
crying then they call my number and then they put a
hook in my eye. | was really scared because my friend
got the letter on his back but | didn't. Then the guard
said we are ready to go but not to Connor so we got
separated. Then the guard told me congratulations you
are allowed to go to United States. | was so excited but
then | realize that my friend didn’t come with me so |
asked the guard, and he said, he got the letter E so that
means that he has an eye infection so he hast to go
back to his country. | wouldn't inside the United States.
It has been 10 years since then, but | will never forget
that day.



A summary about
what happens in
this story

Jack recount a journey to Ellis
island with his friend Connor after
going through a baggage check,
they are lead into a great hall,
where unsettling sounds of distress,
fill the air. They are separated when
Connor is flagged for an eye
infection marked with a E, which
means he cannot enter the United
States, Jack excited. Jack, excited
yet heartbroken realize he must
continue alone 10 years later the
memory of this day still haunt him.



Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations
expressed in this publication do not necessarily represent those
of California Humanities, the National Endowment for the
Humanities, or the San Diego County Library
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